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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members;  of  the 
Stourport-on-Sevem  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Gazard  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1971. 

My  report  is  divided  into  the  following  sections :  — 

“A”  —  Statistics  and  Social  Condition  of  the  Area. 

“B”  —  General  provision  of  Health  Services  of  the  Area. 

“C”  —  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

“D”  —  Housing. 

“E”  —  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

“F”  —  Prevalence  of  and  control  over  Infectious  Disease. 


Main  Occupation  of  the  District 

While  the  area  is  principally  residential  and  becoming 
increasingly  so,  there  is  a  wide  diversity  of  industrial  activity.  The 
manufacture  of  carpets,  chains,  ceramic  insulators  and  the  Power 
Station  provide  for  the  main  employment  in  the  district,  the  lighter 
industries  such  as  timber  products,  wire  cables,  concrete  products, 
vinegar  and  sauces  and  engineering  in  many  forms,  are  increasing 
rapidly  at  the  Sandy  Lane  Industrial  Estate,  the  Wilden  Industrial 
Estate,  and  other  parts  of  the  town.  The  number  of  holiday 
caravans  is  also  increasing,  the  activity  in  the  canal  basin,  canal  and 
river,  multiplies,  also  making  the  town  a  very  busy  place  at  week¬ 
ends  and  holiday  periods. 
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SECTION  “A” 


AREA  IN  ACRES  .  3,218 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  according  to 

the  rate  books  1st  April,  1971  .  5,854 

RATEABLE  VALUE,  1st  April,  1971  .  £820,147 

SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  ONE  PENNY  RATE  ....  £7,700 

REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  ESTIMATE  OF  THE 

RESIDENT  POPULATION,  JUNE  1971  ....  18,140 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Male 

Female 

1971 

1970 

Legitimate  . .  168 

173 

341 

339 

Illegitimate  .  11 

3 

14 

21 

179 

176 

355 

360 

THE  BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  estimated 

population  for  the  Urban  District  . 

THE  BIRTH  RATE  FOR  ENGLAND  AND 

19.6 

21.9 

WALES  for  the  same  period . 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  per  cent  of 

16.0 

16.0 

total  live  births  was  . 

.... 

4.0 

6.0 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

1971 

1970 

Legitimate  .  1 

2 

3 

3 

Illegitimate  .  — 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

2 

3 

3 

THE  STILL  BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  total  live 


and  still  births  was 

.... 

.... 

8.00 

8.00 

THE  STILL  BIRTH  RATE  per 

1,000 

total 

live  and  still  births  for  England  and  Wales 

was  . 

.... 

.... 

12.00 

13  00 

Male 

Female 

1971 

1970 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL 

BIRTHS  . 

180 

178 

358 

363 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

1971 

1970 

TOTAL  DEATHS  . 

73 

72 

145 

142 

THE  DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  estimated 

population  was  . 

8.0 

8.7 

THE  DEATH  RATE  for  the  whole  of  England 

and  Wales  per  1,000  population 

was 

•  •  •  • 

11.6 

11.7 

MATERNAL  DEATH  (including  abortion)  .... 

Nil 

Nil 
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1971 

1970 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE  for  the  year 
per  1,000  births  (live  and  still)  was . 

Nil 

Nil 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE  for  England 
and  Wales  for  the  same  period  per  1,000  births 
(live  and  still)  was  . 

0.17 

0.19 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

Male  Female 

1971 

1970 

Legitimate  .  4  1 

5 

4 

Illegitimate  .  —  1 

1 

1 

4  2 

6 

5 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  for  the  year  per 
1,000  total  live  births  was  . 

17.0 

14.0 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  per  1,000  total 
live  births  for  the  same  period  for  England  and 
Wales  was  . 

18.0 

18.0 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  per  1 ,000  illegiti¬ 
mate  live  births  was  . 

71.0 

48.0 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY 

1971 

1970 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  .  4  4 

Representing  a  rate  of  11.00  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  in  England  and 
Wales  represents  a  rate  of  12.00  per  1,000  live  births. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


Pneumonia  1 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  .  1 

Birth  injury — difficult  labour,  etc .  1 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality  .  1 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  2 

EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

Male  Female 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  number  ....  2  Nil 


Representing  a  rate  of  6  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 


PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

The  still  births  and  deaths  under  one  week  numbered  5,  represent¬ 
ing  a  rate  of  14  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  24 

Deaths  from  Measles  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  Nil 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  (including  Transferable  Deaths) 


4 

wks. 

and 

Age  in  years 

Under 

4 

under 

1 

75 

and 

Cause  of  Death 

All 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65 

Sex 

Ages 

weeks 

year 

4 

14 

24 

34 

44 

54 

64 

74 

over 

B 1 8  Other  infective  and 

M 

1 

_ 

1 

Parasitic  Diseases 

F 

1 

— 

1 

— 

B19(3)  Malignant  Neo- 

M 

2 

1 

1 

— 

plasm,  Stomach 

F 

1 

1 

— 

B19(4)  Malignant  Neo- 

M 

2 

1 

1 

plasm,  Intestine 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

B19(6)  Malignant  Neo- 

M 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

plasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

F 

1 

1 

B19(7)  Malignant  Neo- 

M 

plasm,  Breast 

B19(8)  Malignant  Neo- 

F 

4 

— 

■ 

1 

1 

2 

plasm.  Uterus 

B19(9)  Malignant  Neo- 

F 

1 

1 

plasm.  Prostate 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

B  19(11)  Other  Malignant 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Neoplasms  . 

F 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

B21  Diabetes  Mellitus  .... 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

F 

2 

1 

— 

1 

B23  Anaemias  . 

M 

1 

1 

F 

B26  Chronic  Rheumatic 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Heart  Disease 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

B27  Hypertensive  Disease 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

B28  Ischaemic  Heart 

M 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

11 

6 

Disease  . 

F 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

5 

B29  Other  forms  of 

M 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

Heart  Disease 

F 

6 

6 

B30  Cerebrovascular 

M 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

Disease  . 

F 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

7 

B46(6)  Other  Diseases  of 

M 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Circulatory  System  .... 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

B32  Pneumonia  . 

M 

3 

1 

2 

F 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

B33  (1)  Bronchitis  and 

M 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

Emphysema  . 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

B46(7)  Other  Diseases  of 

M 

Respiratory  System  .... 

F 

1 

1 

B34  Peptic  Ulcer 

M 

T? 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

B46(8)  Other  Diseases  of 

r 

M 

Digestive  System 

B39  Hyperplasia  of 

F 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Prostate  . 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

B43  Birth  Injury, 

M 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

F 

B44  Other  Causese  of 

M 

— 

Perinatal  Mortality  .... 

F 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

B45  Symptoms  and  Ill- 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

defined  Conditions  .... 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

BE47  Motor  Vehicle 

M 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Accidents  . 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

BE48  All  other  Accidents 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

BE50  All  other  External 

M 

Causes....  . 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  .... 

M 

73 

3 

1 

— 

3 

— • 

3 

6 

7 

27 

23 

F 

72 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

11 

20 

29 
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SECTION  “B” 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Service 

Producer  samples  of  milk  and  samples  of  piped  water  supplies 
are  examined  by  the  County  Laboratory,  Worcester,  together  with 
food  for  chemical  analysis.  The  major  part  of  the  bacteriological 
work  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Ambulance  Service 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  County  Council  as  Local 
Health  Authority,  and  there  is  a  system  of  wireless  control  with 
the  Headquarters  in  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Department  at 
Worcester.  The  Kidderminster  Ambulance  Station  provides  a  fully 
manned  24-hour  service.  An  ambulance  for  infectious  cases  is 
stationed  at  Hayley  Green  Isolation  Hospital  (under  the  control 
of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board). 

Hospitals 

All  Hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Birmingham  Regional 
Hospital  Board  through  their  Management  Committee.  The  Kid¬ 
derminster  General  Hospital  received  the  majority  of  hospital 
patients  from  this  district.  The  Lucy  Baldwin  Hospital  provides 
the  district  and  surrounding  area  with  maternity  beds. 

Cases  admitted  to  the  Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital 

during  the  year  .  692 

Women  delivered  .  535 

Infants  born  alive  .  533 

Infant  deaths  Nil 

Infants  stillborn  .  2 

Maternal  Deaths  .  Nil 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum .  Nil 

Infectious  Diseases 

Beds  for  Infectious  Diseases  are  provided  at  Hayley  Green 
Isolation  Hospital,  Halesowen,  and  at  Newtown  Isolation  Hospital, 
Worcester. 

Tuberculosis 

Out-patient  treatment  is  provided  at  the  Kidderminster 
Hospital  Dispensary  where  Dr.  Cronin  attends,  Wednesday  morn¬ 
ings,  Thursday  and  Friday  afternoons.  In-patient  treatment  is 
arranged  at  Newtown,  Worcester.  Prevention  and  after-care  remain 
the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  the  service  is 
administered  locally  by  the  After-care  Sub-Committee. 
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Venereal  Disease 

Treatment  and  “follow-up”  are  carried  out  at :  — 

Worcester  Royal  Infirmary 
Dudley  Guest  Hospital 
Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  following  services  are  administered  by  the  Local  Health 
Authority :  — 

1.  Midwifery  and  General  Nursing 

Three  nurses  are  employed,  one  as  Midwife  and  two  carrying 
out  general  home  nursing  as  required. 

2.  Health  Visiting  and  School  Nursing 

Three  Health  Visitors /  School  Nurses  visit  infants  and  children 
in  the  home  and  they  are  responsible  for  their  welfare  from 
eleven  days  until  5  years  of  age.  After  the  age  of  five  the 
children  come  under  the  surveillance  of  the  School  Nurse  and 
the  Health  Visitor  assists  where  necessary  with  school  medical 
inspections  and  treatment  of  minor  ailments  at  the  clinic. 
Certain  cases  of  mental  defect  are  also  visited.  The  Health 
Visitors  are  now  assigned  to  a  particular  General  Practitioner 
or  group  instead  of  having  a  geographical  area  and  in  this 
way  are  able  to  act  as  family  advisors  in  conjunction  waith  the 
doctors  and  more  positive  help  can  be  given,  particularly  to 
aged  members  of  a  family. 


Clinics 

(a)  ANTE-NATAL 

Ante -natal  clinics  are  held  each  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  at 
The  Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital. 

(b)  INFANT  WELFARE 

1.  Lucy  Baldwin  Hospital  —  weekly  each  Friday. 

2.  Wilden  —  third  Wednesday  each  month. 

3.  Areley  Kings  —  held  in  Parish  Hall,  Areley  Kings,  on 

second  and  fourth  Thursday  afternoons. 
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SECTION  “C” 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

Almost  all  dwellings,  commercial  and  industrial  premises,  are 
supplied  by  the  North  West  Worcestershire  Water  Board.  One 
factory  premise  relies  on  a  supply  from  a  borehole  and  this  water 
is  sampled  regularly  with  satisfactory  results. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  C.  Bregazzi,  Chief  Engineer  to  the 
Water  Board,  for  his  report  on  the  water  supply  within  the  district 
and  he  states  that  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  has  been 
satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  Regular  sampling  has  taken  place 
and  copies  of  the  results  obtained  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Civic 
Centre. 

No  fluoride  is  added  to  the  water  supply,  but  the  natural 
fluoride  content  is  approximately  0.2  mg  /litre. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage 

I  have  to  report  that  the  extensions  and  modifications  to 
sewers,  pumping  stations,  etc.,  are  finally  at  the  point  of  com¬ 
mencement  and  work  will  begin  early  in  1972  with  the  prospect 
of  completion  in  mid.  1973. 

Public  Cleansing 
Refuse  Collection 

The  weekly  collection  service  continues  to  be  maintained 
throughout  the  district.  Like  all  other  authorities  the  increase  in  the 
bulk  of  the  refuse  collected,  even  after  some  kind  of  compression 
within  the  vehicle,  is  resulting  in  more  journeys  to  the  tip  and  so 
taking  up  a  further  portion  of  the  collecting  time.  Householders 
are  finding  it  difficult  to  confine  a  week’s  refuse  to  one  bin  and 
excess  boxes,  etc.,  are  another  encroachment  into  the  total  collect¬ 
ing  time. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  Bonemill  Quarry  is  still  absorbing  the  increasing  refuse. 
The  use  of  a  drag  line  excavator  and  a  fence  to  limit  the  space  used 
by  the  Pistol  Club  has  lengthened  the  life  of  the  tip.  Further 
consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  some  form  of  pre-treatment 
of  the  refuse  before  tipping  in  order  to  conserve  as  much  space  as 
possible  and  to  ensure  more  hygienic  conditions. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

This  service  continues  to  expand,  it  is  impossible  to  relinquish 
the  job  for  a  single  day.  There  is  also  the  restriction  placed  on 
drivers’  hours  affecting  the  working  of  (the  system,  particularly 
during  the  summer  months  when  the  seasonal  demand  from  caravan 
sites  is  at  its  peak. 
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Salvage 

56J  tons  of  paper  was  collected  and  baled,  giving  an  income 
of  £536. 

Outdoor  Staff 

1  Working  Foreman 
3  Driver  Loaders 

13  Loaders  (including  spare  drivers) 

1  Salvage  Baler /Weighbridge  Attendant 
1  Tip  Attendant 
1  Cesspool  Emptier  Driver 
1  Cesspool  Emptier  Attendant 
1  Part-time  Salvage  Baler 


Rodent  Control 

The  public  sewers  were  baited  with  fluoracetamide  twice 
during  the  year. 


PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN 

Domestic, 

SEWERS 

etc. 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in 
District  . 

6,474 

30 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  prem¬ 
ises)  inspected  following 
notification  . 

203 

Nil 

(b) Number  infested  by: 

(i)  Rats  . 

130 

99 

(ii)  Mice  . 

73 

99 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification 

31 

(b)  Number  infested  by : 

(i)  Rats  . 

4 

99 

(ii)  Mice  . 

Nil 

99 

Public  Conveniences 

Public  Conveniences  serving  the  town  are  as  follows :  — 

(a)  Bridge  Street  ....  Men  &  Women 

(b)  Lion  Hill  .  Men  &  Women  Closed  Aug.  1971 

(c)  Vale  Road  Car  Park  Men  &  Women  Opened  Aug.  1971 

(d)  Rear  Swan  Hotel  ....  Men  only 

(e)  Memorial  Park  ....  Men  &  Women 

(f)  Severn  Meadows  Car 

Park  .  Men  &  Women 

(g)  Walshes  Farm  Car 

Park  .  Men  &  Women 
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The  difficulties  of  maintaining  public  conveniences  in  a 
reasonable  condition  when  only  part-time  cleaners  are  employed 
are  immense. 

Misuse  and  deliberate  damage  are  on  the  increase  and  for 
part  of  the  time  the  premises,  instead  of  being  a  convenience, 
bcome  a  public  menace  and  often  a  danger  to  health. 

The  only  remedy,  albeit  an  expensive  one,  is  to  have  full¬ 
time  supervision. 

Mortuary 

Thirty-five  bodies  were  placed  in  the  Council’s  Mortuary 
during  1971.  The  interior  of  the  building  had  a  much-needed 
modification  carried  out  with  improvements  in  lighting,  under¬ 
drawing  of  the  roof  space,  heating  and  decoration. 

Factories  Act  1961 
PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

1.  Inspection  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (in¬ 
cluding  Inspection  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  . 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority  . 

73 

21 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out  -  workers’ 
premises)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75 

21 

— 

— 

SECTION  “D” 

HOUSING 

Mr.  G.  V.  Pearson,  F.S.V.A.,  F.I.H.M.,  Housing  Manager, 
has  supplied  the  following  information :  — 

Number  of  Council  Houses,  Flats  and  Bungalows  ....  1,584 

Number  of  Applicants  on  the  Housing  Register  ....  283 

Number  of  Applicants  living  in  lodgings  .  65 

Approximate  number  of  persons  represented  by  the  list 

of  applicants  .  441 
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Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  16,  17  and  18  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1957. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  Undertakings  not  ito  re-let  accepted  ....  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  houses  demolished  following  Statutory 

action  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

(5)  Closing  Orders  revoked  and  Demolition  Orders 

substituted  .  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  informal 

notices  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....  20 

(2)  Number  of  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

following  formal  notices  .  Nil 

Housing  Act  1969  —  Part  III 

1.  Section  45  —  Qualification  Certificates 

Rent  of  dwellings  in  good  repair  and  provided  with  standard 
amenities. 

(a)  Applications  received  .  17 

(b)  Certificates  issued  .  9 

(c)  Certificates  refused  7 

(d)  Applications  withdrawn  .  1 

2.  Section  46  —  Certificates  of  Provisional  Approval 

(a)  Application  received  1 

Certificate  issued  .  1 

Certificate  refused  .  Nil 
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SECTION  “E” 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS 
1.  Meat  Inspection  (Home  killed) 


ANIMALS  INSPECTED 


Cattle 

(excluding 

cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

S'heep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

Nil 

— 

— 

595 

158 

Number  inspected 

— 

— 

— 

595 

158 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  .... 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  or  Cysticerci 

12 

6 

2.0 

4.0 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  .... 

Percentages  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  was  condemned  for  the  following  reasons: — 

Cause 

Distomatosis  and  other  parasitic  conditions 
Pericarditis 

Bacterial  Necrosis  . 


Weight 
52  lbs. 
3  lbs. 
3  lbs. 


58  lbs. 


2.  Meat  Inspection  —  Imported  Food  Regulations 

Towards  the  end  of  1971  a  private  firm  of  Whoelsale  Meat 
Traders  took  over  the  cold  store  in  the  town  previously  controlled 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Food  and  Fisheries.  The  majority 
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of  the  meat  is  imported  and  arrives  at  the  store  in  sealed  containers, 
the  meat  not  having  been  inspected  at  the  port  of  entry.  It  is 
necessary  therefore  for  an  inspection  to  be  made  in  order  to  comply 


with  the  provisions  of  the  above  regulations.  The  full  impact  of 
the  extra  work  will  not  be  evident  before  the  end  of  1972. 

3.  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  —  Section  16 

Food  Hygiene  General  Regulations  1970 

The  number  of  food  premises  subject  to  the  above  regulations 
is  114,  consisting  of:  — 

Butchers  . 

13 

Fish  and  Chips  . 

6 

Bakehouses  . 

2 

Cafes  and  Restaurants . 

10 

Greengrocers  /  Fishmongers 

6 

General  Grocers 

38 

Public  Houses  . 

26 

Clubs  . 

7 

Canteens  . 

6 

Section  16  (a) 

Registration  of  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  of  prepared 


food's  ....  ....  ....  ....  .... 

(b)  Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream 

(c)  Sale  of  Ice  Cream 
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38 


4.  (a)  Unsound  Food  (Voluntary  Surrender) 

The  amount  of  food  surrendered  voluntarily  in  1971  reached  a 
total  of  over  61  tons,  the  bulk  of  this  consisted  of  potatoes,  59  tons 
The  other  items  were :  — 

Carcase  Meat  ....  ....  5  cwts. 

Canned  Meat  ....  ....  2  cwts. 

Other  Canned  Foods  ....  7  cwts. 

Frozen  Foods  ....  ....  9  cwts. 


4.  (b)  Food  Complaints 

Eighteen  complaints  were  registered  in  connection  with  un¬ 
satisfactory  food  purchased  in  the  district.  The  items  ranged  from 
figs  and  Turkish  Delight  to  bread,  sausage,  tinned  goods,  etc.  Not 
all  complaints  were  justified  but  once  again  the  predominant 
condition  was  that  of  mould. 
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It  is  extremely  difficult  to  establish  the  guilty  party,  almost 
invariably  the  goods  are  wrapped  and  until  the  customer  removes 
the  wrapper  the  mould  is  not  visible.  Date  of  production,  time  of 
delivery  to  the  retailer  often  cannot  be  pin-pointed  and  even  the 
customer  often  is  not  quite  sure  when  or  even  where  the  article 
was  purchased.  However,  the  complaint  does  highlight  the 
circumstances  and  it  is  possible  to  impress  on  all  concerned  the 
need  for  extreme  care  in  every  aspect  of  the  production,  storage, 
delivery  and  handling,  before  the  customer  receives  it. 


SAMPLES  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  TAKEN  FOR 
ANALYSIS 

Adulteration  of  Food 

Mr.  Owen,  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures,  Worces¬ 
tershire  County  Council,  reports  as  follows :  — 

1.  Sampling  at  Retail  level 

228  samples  were  taken,  made  up  as  follows :  — 

16  ordinary  milk. 

10  Channel  Islands  milk. 

186  Miscellaneous  foods. 

16  Drugs. 


Unsatisfactory  samples  were  as  follows : 


Stewed  Steak  with  Gravy  — 
(Canned) 


Stewed  Steak  with  Gravy  — 
(Canned) 

Instant  Coffee  — 


Consumer  complaint  regarding 
pictorial  description  of  contents 
on  can.  The  manufacturer  had 
already  altered  the  picture  of  con¬ 
tents,  to  satisfy  complaint,  when 
written. 

Consumer  complaint  —  contained 
metal  nut.  Manufacturer  cautioned. 
Low  in  caffeine  content  —  follow¬ 
up  sample  satisfactory — no  further 
action. 


Boneless  Chicken  in  Natural 
Jelly  (Canned) 
Strawberries  in  Syrup 
(Canned) 


Deficient  in  meat  content — manu¬ 
facturers  and  importers  cautioned. 
Consumer  complaint  regarding 
state  of  fruit.  Analyst  reported  it 
‘mushy’,  probably  due  to  ex¬ 
cessive  shaking.  Other  similar 
cans  satisfactory.  No  further 
action. 
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Bread  and  Butter  and  Honey  —  Consumer  complaint  —  found 

fragments  of  glass  when  eating; 
unable  to  determine  whether 
source  of  glass  was  bread,  butter 
or  honey,  or  even  if  any  of  these 
foods.  No  further  action. 


Canned  Oxtail  Soup  —  Consumer  complaint  concerning 

mould.  Analyst  unable  to  state  at 
which  stage  soup  became  con¬ 
taminated.  Other  cans  from  same 
batch  checked  and  found  satis¬ 
factory.  No  further  action. 

Chocolate  substitute  —  Objection  to  word  “choc”  in 

designation.  This  type  of  product 
is  under  review  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  Joint  Advisory  Body  on  Food 
Standards,  so  no  further  action. 


Pork  Pie  —  Consumer  complaint  —  contained 

metal  ring.  Manufacturer  prose¬ 
cuted  and  fined  £25. 


2.  Sampling  at  other  than  retail  level 

Twenty-two  samples  were  taken  from  churns  of  milk  from 
producers  in  Stourport.  Two  churns  were  slightly  deficient  in  fat 
content  but  in  each  case  the  composite  of  the  whole  consignment 
was  satisfactory. 
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SECTION  “F” 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 


Diptheria  Immunisation 

The  number  of  children  immunised  for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  at  clinics,  schools  or  by  general  practitioners  was  as 
follows :  — 

Pre-School  Children  ....  ....  134 

School  Children  .  4 

Reinforcing  doses  .  400 

Poliomyelitis  Immunisation 

Immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  is  now  available  at  all 
welfare  clinics. 

Total  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  ....  564 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

Pre-School  children  vaccinated  18 

School  children  vaccinated .  5 

Pre-School  children  re-vaccinated  ....  1 

School  children  re -vaccinated  ....  7 

Measles  Vaccination 

Number  of  children  vaccinated  ....  219 

German  Measles  (Rubella)  Vaccination 

Number  of  children  vaccinated  ....  293 


General 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  are  shown 
in  the  following  table :  — 


Diseases 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles . 

145 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

15 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

14 

— 

— 

Infective  Jaundice 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  area  during  the 
year : — 


The  number  of  cases  at  the  end  of  the  year  were :  — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  19  male  8  female 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  1  Female 


B.C.G.  INOCULATION 

Number  of  consents  for  testing  and  inoculation 
Number  Tested  .... 

Number  Positive  . 

Result  negative  . 

Vaccinated  . 

Absent  for  vaccination  . 

Retested  . 

Absent  . 


190 

187 

6 

181 

180 

1 

Nil 

1 
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CONCLUSION 

Because  of  the  pressure  of  work  and  the  absence  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  the  report  for  1971  has  been  modified  to  include  all 
the  work  of  the  department  within  the  six  sections  and  a  separate 
report  by  your  Public  Health  Inspector  has  been  dispensed  with. 
The  report  contains  all  the  relevant  and  necessary  information 
required  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  and 
illustrates  the  general  environmental  condition  of  the  district. 

Tribute  was  paid  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  service  of  Dr. 
Markham,  who  passed  away  in  April  after  a  long  illness,  and  not 
until  October  was  a  new  appointment  made,  when  Dr.  E.  C. 
Steele  joined  the  staff.  Unfortunately  Dr.  Steele,  after  a  very  short 
stay,  also  resigned  because  of  illness.  It  would  be  very  remiss  of 
me  not  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  guidance  afforded 
by  Dr.  Starkie,  without  which  I  would  have  been  severely  handi¬ 
capped. 

There  is  very  little  to  comment  upon  in  the  report,  the  facts 
and  figures  provide  a  picture  of  a  healthy,  expanding  town  with 
few  environmental  problems.  It  should  be  realised  and  appreci¬ 
ated  that  the  expansion  is  not  merely  so  many  more  houses,  the 
effects  are  felt  throughout  the  various  services,  particularly  in 
connection  with  food.  It  is  recorded  that  there  are  now  114 
premises  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  quite  a 
number  of  itinerant  food  traders  operating  in  addition.  Inspections 
of  these  premises,  plus  the  investigation  into  complaints  by  the 
customer  of  unsatisfactory  food  and  unsound  food  at  retailers’ 
premises,  are  taking  up  more  and  more  time  as  the  expansion 
continues. 

Finally,  may  I  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
encouragement  from  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Committee 
and  for  the  assistance  from  all  colleagues  in  the  office. 

N.  SYKES 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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